ALEXANDER
CUTHBERT
WEIR

102 (CEYLON) SQN

HALIFAX DT747
DY-P

21 APRIL 1943

AGED 26

Weeden, Gordon H.
Weedon, James F. G.

- : — " "Weedy, Raymond C.
PRESUMED DEAD ) ’
Previously Reporied Missing On : " Weeks, DOUglaS F.C.
Active Service, Now for Official |- / Weeks, Edward Howard

Purpuses Presumed Dead , Weeks, William George
Cameron, William Wilson, Sgt., Weese Robert Allen
liwa.fs_u;‘ F’. N. Camcron (father’, Wegenast, William A.
Evaris, Alta. : E : W k c IH i h
Dellar, Joseph Charles Edward, |, i e!c er, Lar rneinnc
SgL. Montreal. »Weir, Alexander C.
Mitcheil, Johpgigold, Sgt., Arn- Weir, lvan Arnold
RRIgE Sl Welr James Chapman
P vkt P NLA Welr, John Emerson
Alta, : Weir, Robert Norman
Weir. Alexander Culhbert, Sgt., WelS Joseph William
R123705: H. P. Weir {(father), Minaki We'ss Gordon Thomas
Wetss, Ross

Lodge, Minaki, Oni,
Welch, Gordon George

ENTERED SERVICE: 1766

T
DATES . )
4 2giov 194 B34 ./

""’F

SN0
oA
/‘

'O "\LEB:\J \rthur;\{&abuifu RE:}F ZA
s Webet ﬁ‘i’?.ﬁ?ﬁ\“ RExE
Weeden, Gordon Herbe RODE /|

\\:u:l\r mem\d kul:|\l\crl’ﬂ\,AF .
c\L. Weegar, Carl b Behenzie AE i

ES Waten, -\l\m Bernard AF
'OWatsen, Albere Erncse !

,, _ Watson, Calvin e

| WOz Waezon, Donald Alexander BOAE

] WO

Tson, Bergram o
F?\) A 1:2: %&X\vlh:m %‘ L
B

S Wl dw.mi Howard \‘A
L “cd‘s \\lLLlJm Lorge _
o QO Weese, ‘ Allery &
5 ", 3 »\Ji u Luthb..l't CAF
% P ™ renee Robert L dm‘r;\%
7 Nl
- ‘rmohn Wittian RR:A
e, Plullip Anton
t \.\rs:vn Rolxrr Martin g Ed mn R;
P\. ‘;\)Dt Et;;c» Emnmlt E% L.T1 H '\VLLa o
ll It » \. “T\‘ {f Jm
! 2 PQ \\ Lehy, He = §L
L Alsppder E& DR Rt S
\Jtmson emas Albert hade Wielch, ‘bu‘r‘l'!’mnﬁsjnm».s
BNES  Waets, Rae MeGee :\F LAC Wellein, Richard Mecedith-RCA]
Enr \\in’« Raymend Hownd  ROA g‘g Wel lh.:n-\]_:;\ Lowes o ;{%‘: E
B \4&: -\L\.nle I\A.Edﬂl. 43 v{’r\rs
D ¢ i 4
Waugh, Donald Hcrh.rr \'Rklk e scatorthef’C
\\'mg\ Stanley Earl _ IC‘ gt;‘_ Wells, Joseph John Safortharc
Wa Détmar: Syal BCA] S WAL Rey Avthurr RCAF
; ames Osdn t R WO Wellwoo huuu:]\ Douglas
by Sl Tate G Wsh CharlesTvitbar  REAE
3 . wiznee O Nal ‘RL"-\F 6 Welsh, Ronald Hansen —-\'l_—
., Minaki, Ontaric, Ganads ,i:‘ hub lﬂ_u‘:} N RCAF g mtsh “ lh'-mprGr[ 2
iy = 5 e N T.-'% "ml: Rﬂ],h Hugh Grig

oy DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS—-BUREAU FEDERAL DE LA STATISTIQUE. Weatheshead, John Joseph i B Q‘gs ‘;,,L,‘-g;f;dm LEdpmbs
SIXTH CENSUS OF CANADA, 1921 SIXIEME RECENSEMENT DU CANADA. 1921 F ) Y\\}Jﬂk,ﬁ[m R“'E:l'dbhn ul \1 0 ol Do E

P . POPULATION,

. imiyts Lenids %‘_
\ i Lt v i€ "R e I T "‘e;fs::: R ; EO der Hnmtd*mdmv A
e mancis Re .wti%lu pr % rold Edwnd
Ramerned b| Miligsn. < Ciupoten 'l;;:mg;, rederiek T f '\Lstm:m obert Morris AF
: e - ; -.srcn L:c.'.a k,n\;

Mawerice Edgar
gr.m\.ls N J\\\xll , X NEstor, Willam hm;,s
adney }j P “qnurk Ja;(P

H\n-v ‘\rthu: M HascsFER

a i




Introduction

In early 2020, whilst reminiscing with Jenny Wilson about her father joe, she
told me that he had a memory that Alexander Cuthbert Wilson was partly
Indigenous Canadian. Alexander had been a crew mate of both Joe and my
uncle, James Kenneth Campbell, and had in fact died with Ken when their
Halifax (DT747 DVY-P) was shot down over Esbjerg, on the coast of
Denmark, as they were heading to Stettin on a bombing raid.

However Joe's memory had deteriorated, and it was possible that this was a

false memory. Intrigued, I decided to research Alexander’s ancestry as far back,
as I could.

It was an amazing journey that took me back to the early days of the settling
of the wilderness of Canada, to the days of men leaving Britain in the
eighteenth century to go and work for the Hudson Bay Company in a region
where virtually nobody lived, to the days of men settling down with
Indigenous Canadian wives, creating small settlements which became great
cities. And at the end of that journey I was to see the heartbreak that disease
brought to one family, the family of which Alexander's mother, Hattie
Kipling, was a daughter and a sibling.

Now I am in a position to tell the story of Sqt Alexander Cuthbert Weir
RCAF, born in Winnipeg, Manitoba on 29" April 1917, died at Saedden,
Denmark on 21° April 1943, eight days before fis 26" birthday.

And I am also able to answer the question of whether Joe's memory had failed
him or not. The answer is not here....... read on!

Paul B Campbell

September 2020



Alexander Cuthbert Weir

Alexander Cuthbert Weir was born on 29" April 1917 in Winnipeg,
Ontario to Hugh Phillip Weir and Hattie Kipling.

Hugh, the caretaker and supervisor at Minaki Lodge, and Hattie had been
married in Winnipeg a month earlier, on 30" March.”

Place of Marriage: WINNIPEG Date of Marriage: 30/03/1917
GROOM Last Name: WEIR Given Names: HUGH PHILIP
BRIDE Last Name: KIPLING Given Names: HATTIE

They appear in the 1921 census at Minaki i Ontario, specifically i the
Port Arthur and Kenora district of the Unorgamzed Terntory from the
Western Boundary of Redditt to the Manitoba Boundary. The municipality
1s given as “Location S.944 Unorganmized Terrtory”. They lived m a
detached, wooden house with four rooms, owned by Hugh.

Hugh was 31 years old, having been born in London,* England to a Scottish
father and English mother, and came to Canada in 1911. He gave his
employment as a carpenter, working on his own account. Hattie was 28,
born in Kenora,” Ontario to Manitoban parents. Alexander, himself, was 4
years old.

More detail of Hattie’s ancestry will appear later, after Alexander’s story 1s
complete.
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Alexander went to Prlmary School n Mmakl
from 1924 to 1932, and from there he went on
to St Paul’s College High School in Wimnnipeg
until 1936. He coached Rugby, played (Ice)
Hockey and spent much time fishing. From
1936 to 1938 he resided there while studying at
the Business College m Winnipeg. In 1934,
while still at St Paul’s, he began working each
summer for the Canadian National Railway as
.. a guide at Minaki Lodge, hardly surprising in

{ view of his father’s tenure there. In 1939 he
M began work as a labourer, also for the CNR,

with both jobs ending in 1940*.
St Paul’s College High School in 1952

* Manitoba Vital Statistics
* The Attestation Papers of ACW - although he was “not sure” about his mother



Minaki Lodge was originally built in 1914, as a rustic resort hotel, by the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. It was located on the route of the National
Transcontinental Railway where it crosses the Winnipeg River at Minaki,
Ontario, between Sioux Lookout and Winmpeg. The two railways went
bankrupt and were nationalized as part of the Canadian National Railways.
The CNR rebullt the hotel on a more lavish scale, but it burned down as 1t
was about to open m 1925. It was rebuilt on an even more lavish scale, using
Scottish stone masons, Swedish log cutters and English gardeners to build
and landscape a soaring granite and log building that opened i 1927, Thirty
trainloads of soil were brought from a farm m Manitoba to build a golf
course on the rocky land.”
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Four Images ofM'naki Lodge
On October 29" 1940 Alexander completed an Attestation Paper for the
Royal Canadian Air Force, indicating that he wanted to enlist for flying
duties as a pilot or an observer, but not an air gunner or wireless operator.

He also gave four referees. Interestingly he gave the address of his mother
T e e _— as Timmins, Ontario.
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October 22, 1940

Roysl Cansdian Alr Force,
Winnipeg, Mans

Dear Sirs:
Re:  Alexander O. Weir - Minaki, Ontario

I have known this young man since ohildhood and
con fully recomsend him as to charscters He has had
ocheoling up to Grade XI and is proficient in mechanieal work
a8 woll as in other outdoor sctivities. I have also known
his fanily for twenty-five years and can cortify as to the
desiradle family baskground. I am sure that if ke is admitted

into the Force that he wounld becoms & very compatent member

St. Paul's ollege

The Officer Commanding
The Royal Canadian Air Force
Winnipeg,Manitoba

Dear Sir;

WINNIPEG

MANITOBA

October 29th.1940

Alexander Cuthbert Weir attended St.Paul's College

High School from 1932 till 1936 in Grades Nine,Ten and Eleven.

He afterwards was in residence from 1936 till 1938 while attend-

of ite
If, however, there is any specific information
which you desire I shall be very glad to submit it to youe

Yours wery truly,
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ing Business College in Winnipeg.His application to study and
his conduct were very satisfactory.He tcok a very active part
in school life,was a good organizer and fulfilled the duties

of manager of the rugby team to the entire satisfaction of all
concerned for three years.We are very pleased to give him our

«S.Holland SeJ.
Principal

Also on October 29™, an
mterview report was filed at
the Recruiing Centre 1n
Winnipeg, which indicated
the shortcomings that the
Air Force believed
Alexander to have.

It marked him out as being
suitable as an observer, and
then assessed his attributes.
An easy approach with a

medium  carriage, clean
dress, a medium physique
with a smncere manner.

However his speech was
described as “slow”, as was
his response. His references
were described as
satisfactory, and overall, he
was described as average.
The written comments note
that “This man appears to
be of Indian blood” and that
“he appears to be mntelligent,
but on the slow side”.

He was not considered
suttable officer material and
was best fitted for observing
due to the six years he spent
as a guide at Minaki Lodge.



On November 29" he was given a medical examination that showed him to
be mn very good health. He stood 5 7347 tall, weighed 1471bs (10% stone),
with dark features, brown eyes and black hair. All tests were satisfactory.

On 10" January 1941 Alexander enrolled in the Non-Permanent Active
Mihtia of Canada at #102 Tramning Centre, being taken onto the strength of
214 B» The Lake Superior Regt.
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e vt ot o s et 1 o o, Canadian  Air - Force  (proper) on
Freay whisrtans aua wers o' n oo it September 10" 1941 at the Reception
o gy s e C€DUTE I Winnipeg, which became his

- S N B R offictal date of enlistment for the

(b) That if at any time prior to comnletion of ny

Seiipiog: i Dnmais thioe Tos itV e e duration of the war. From this point on

Training Plan, I am found unsuitable for further

tralaing in any Mrerew category: he was R1 23705 ACQ Alexander

(1) I may be romustersd to any other Atrerew

oategory for whish I may be found suitable, Cuﬂ’lbert Weir RCAF

or

(11) If found unsuitabls for Adrcrew oategory I

may be givon the ontion of remustering f Th d' VVI h C ) b S1S c
in any ground dutles for which ; :‘:yngg ::u::n::l:;.:d e neXt dy’ t d Su SIStenLe
by a2 Board of Officers, or, of taking my discherge,

srovane et a5 T ke e o s allocation of one day’s pay, he was sent
n cor o o Station, failure on my . .
Ea i s e e e on 28 days leave  (without pay) unl

of gischarge,

: /? b . g ~ October 8™ The next day he was posted

(¥Teea) to #2 M.D. (Number 2 Manning Depot)
Eom . e il 0 Bra_ndon,' Manitoba' to commence his
b o) . : basic training. This was where they
learned to bathe, shave, shine boots,
Enlistment Agreement polish buttons, maintain their uniforms,
BT s and otherwise behave in the "wammes v e
M rcquired manner. There |y Tk ddi s E

L i 5 N

& sbes f the Ryl Canadian Al e, Homie //JJ{{:_' s bawy
b

were two hours of physical s
education every day and = >, 3%,
i . . . R ﬂtz Z // A
Il?strucqon mn 'nmrchlpg, i {?f(
rifle drill, foot drill, saluting, Aurall, Lot

: oy LS
and other routines. et

1 4 Gavs, Daviss axs Dewwnsen sule

On November 5" and 6"

Alexander’s details card was roves Aol LU e, e

. . . s O e

u)mplet_ed, and his 7 2
wwmm e fingerprints taken  (for e

Occupational History Form future identihcation - 1if o S 3

needed).

AV Db

F 4 ¢
= ; ;;"d’:-‘i-&" il o

W e Lo

LRk ;

P st B

Alexander’s Will

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

ED: Mamardr Sunibers »iesros

Details Card and Fingerprint Card




After four or five weeks at the Manning Depot, a selection committee
decided whether the trainee would be placed n the aircrew or groundcrew
stream. Aircrew "Wireless Air Gunner" candidates went directly to a
Wireless School. "Air Observer” and "Pilot" aircrew candidates went to an
Initial Training School.” Wikipedia

As Alexander had expressed a preference for becoming an observer, which
was recommended following his mnterview when he joined the Air Force, he
was posted to an I'TS - but not immediately. It wasn’t until almost three
months had passed before his basic training ended and so, on 3 January
1942, he left #2MD. However, once again he did not go directly to an I'TS,
but to #12 SFT'S (Service Flying Traming School) just outside of Brandon,
where 1t would be determined 1if he had the ability to become a pilot. He
didn’t have to travel far though, as this was just outside of Brandon.

He should have been at #12 SFT'S for 16 weeks, but just six weeks later, on
February 15" 1942, his training at 12 SFT'S came to an end, and on the
following day he was posted to #2 I'TS (Imtial Training School) in Regina,
Saskatchewan.
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Alexander spent 8 weeks at #2 I'TS before this part of his traming was
“discontinued”, the reason for which can be seen mn his Pupil Pilot Report
above.

* Wikipedia



He studied none of the specific aspects required for a prospective pilot. On
the first page it can be seen that in his final tests he scored 52
Mathematics, 97 m Law & Discipline, 86 in Navigation, 88 i General
Studies, 36 m Ant-Gas, 32 m (Written) Armament, 88 in Aircraft
Recognition, 76 in Drill, and 0 (zero) in (Written Signals), making a total of
555 out of a total of 1000 - 569%. This put him 112" in a class of 132.

On the second page his commanding officer wrote a brief assessment
section 10

“This airman tried hard to be successful m Aircrew, but lack of
education proved too big a handicap. He 1s extremely anxious to remain
Aircrew and 1n action so would be willing and anxious to remuster to Air
Gunner. This airman 1s hard working and reliable and very popular with the

flight”.
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COMMANDING OFFICER NO.__2 L. SCHOOL "™ dI Alr Gunner dnd pObted
BUTION | Distri nly when posting airman ta Trenton. :
B i Pact) 1 1213 4 (6] ol case ﬂ.:.,f’.,‘,:’ '; ety e oo, to KTS Trenton’ Ontarlo’
PART 1- Secretary Department of National Defence for Air. M . . L .
PART 2 - Air Officer Comman, ding No.—_Training Command on, . th
PART 8- D::Nh:e:l' R e e A PART 7- Communlng om Con mllng\:;q;nining effectlve 24 Aprll 1 9442
PART 4 - Diractor of Medical Services R.C.A.F.Alr Force H.Q.| PART 8- Re-selection Boasd, L e .
A 5 ot Unt f O PART - oie ot B ] and, on 10" April 1942, he
’ ’
PART 1 wis copv ror  SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR ev rastest waiL . .
Formm B.CAE. T, 51 100 sots 741 (468) ILQ, 10821388 THROUGH COMMAND HEADQUARTERS oven was glven two Weeks SpeCIal
leave.

On 24" April he returned from leave and was, the next day, posted to KT'S
(Composite Traming School) at Trenton, Ontario. He remained there for a
month, during which period, on April 30" he was promoted to LAC
(Leading Aircraftsman) and his trade recorded as AG. His posting here
ended on May 23", and the next day he was posted to #2 BGS (Bombing
and Gunnery School), Mossbank, Saskatchewan.



#2 BGS had many amenities: a swimming pool, bowling
alley, recreation hall, several canteens and a theatre.
In fact only #2 & #5 BGS had swimming pools, and the
reason Is rather iteresting. Both were relatively 1solated and
an adequate source of water for firefighting purposes was
needed. The RCAF decided that, rather than just building
big cisterns, they mught just as well build swimming pools
(more than likely to the delight of the bombers and
gunners.)
> Here bomb aimers,
air  gunners,  air _»
observers and &
wireless operator /
- air gunners A

 , bombing and ¥ [ 759

sunnery e A4 -
& (echniques. e S Ll
; \ il o 2N Handling a Machine Gun
Practice in a Turret Wireless operator / air gunners undertook a six-

week course where they learned to operate machine-guns and hydraulic
turrets. The different types of gunnery training were air-to-air drogue, air-to-
air tracer demonstration and air-to-ground. #2 BGS operated twin-engined
Bristol Bolingbroke aircraft for air-
to-air and air-to-ground gunnery
training, each equipped with two
Browning machine guns 1 an
electro-hydraulic powered Boulton

Paul Type C dorsal turret.

Air to air gunnery mvolved target drogues towed by Westland Lysanders.
The windsock-tvpe drogue was towed 300 feet behind the tug while the
student gunner would fire at the drogue from the turret of the other aircrafft,
the Bolingbroke, flying parallel to it. Usually three trainees would go up at a
time, each using bullets coated with a difterent coloured wax. On mspecting
the target this enabled ground crew to determine who was hitting or missing.

Air-to-ground gunnery and bombing practice was carried out over nearby
Old Wives Lake which had targets representing German submarines.™

The posting to #2 BGS lasted until June 22 and was
Alexander’s final traming posting m Canada. Having
obtained a score of 69% on the course, he was now a
fully qualified Air Gunner Specialist, was awarded his
Air Gunner’s Badge and was promoted to (T'emporary)
Sergeant.

* www,n-dogboys.com



wn  datpews Lhis 1s his final report on his gunnery

w 80T, WVEIR, A.O.

B ieevinwn  Bsme ow.. tramning. It shows that he completed 15
SR e hours and 25 minutes of flying time m a
e Yairey Batle, a British single<engine light

e s e e pies - homber designed and built by the Fairey

Aviation Company between 1936 and 1940.

b, Air Gunery Resulte=

o L i .« It was used as bomber at the beginning of
TR . the war but proved unsuitable for combat
T s e duty and was converted to trainers for the
4r o Gromd oo P cinininbanenses asesseRR L FRAR S aa R nan .
AU o duration of the war.
e g TR From August 1939, 739 Battles were sent to

Canada as bombing and gunnery trainers
under the Briish Commonwealth Air
Training Plan. There were different

variations of the plane, the model shown
e STl B0 o sl here had a Bristol Type I turret for turret-

I
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Alexander’s Gunnery Report = @

He scored 4.5% on the Beam Test (firing to the side), 6% on the Beam
(Relative Speed) Test (as before but with the planes moving at different
speeds), and 4.5% on the Under Tail Test (firing downwards past the tail
fin). Although these percentages are low they are, 1n fact, highly respectable.

He fired 213 rounds on the ground during his mitial training. Once 1n
the air he fired 200 rounds at a ground based target and 2,550 rounds at a
drogue being pulled by a tug plane.

His assessments show that he scored 77% on his written examination,
849 on his practical and oral exam, and 147/250 (599) on his ability as a
firer. He came 8™ in his class of 37, passed, and became entitled to wear his
Air Gunner’s Badge. The remarks made were that he was academically
above average, but in Air Firing he was below average.

His final assessment shows that 308/450 tramning marks and 175/250
on character and leadership, making a total of 483/700 or 69%. Remarks
were “Carefree type”, “Good team spirit”.

His Individual Flying Record ' ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FoRCE < i
(on the right) records that on June il Biood of g 411154
6" he did lhr 45min of gunnery =
training, 9 hr on the 13" and 35min - |~ =kl=l=
on the 20, FRlanian

[
RAMK_LLC. No._R1e3705 NAME__TEIS 4. C.

o
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On 23" June 1942 Alexander was posted to
#1 Y Depot in Halifax, Nova Scotia but was
given 14 days embarkatlon leave, untl July 5,
before making his own way there and
reporting on the 6™,

#1 'Y Depot was an embarkation depot for Air
Force personnel heading overseas to Europe
where they would be mustered until travel was
arranged by ship taking them to Europe.

Having arrived in Halifax, he completed a
“Statement at Embarkation” form, which
basically consisted of giving his parents’ names
and addresses several times over. However he
did, also, have to sign to say that he had his
1dentification discs and card with him.

s et He was struck off strength of #1 Y Depot and
Statement at Embarkation Form  posted to RAF Trainees Pool (also in Halifax)
on 19" July, and the next day embarked on a ship taking him to England.

On July 30" 1942 Alexander disembarked in England and was taken on
strength 1mmediately at 3 PRC (#3 Personnel Reception Centre) 1
Bournemouth as part of intake 428.

Three weeks later, on 21%
September, he was posted to 20 &
OTU #20 Operational Training
Unit) at RAF Lossiemouth i B
Scotland in preparation for a
posting with a squadron. 20 OTU
was involved particularly with g
training night bomber crews using
the Vickers Wellington twin
engined medium bomber with a crew of five - pilot, wireless operator, bomb
aimer, front gunner and tail gunner. He had never flown in anything as large
as this before, indeed he had never flown as part of a crew before either, so
it was here that he would learn how to successfully cope with both of these
new experiences.

Alexander was at 20 OTU for just over three months until, on December
30" 1942, he was posted to 1652 CU (Conversion Unit) RAF Marston
Moor at Tockwith, North Yorkshire. Just before he left, on 22" December,
he was promoted to (Temporary) Flight Sergeant.

The fact that i1t was “temporary” simply means that he was not a regular in
the RCAF, but had signed up for the duration of the war.



At 1652 CU he began to prepare for
his final posting to a squadron 1n the
four engined Handley Page Halifax
heavy bomber, with a crew of seven.
e _ Unlike the Wellington, the nose
TR e e guns of the Halifax were operated
Halifax Mk II heavy bomber by the bomb aimer when needed,
and 1t had a mud-upper turret, which was the position for which Alexander
was training.
On 26" February 1943, after two months of training here, Alexander
travelled the 25 miles to Pocklington, Yorkshire when he was posted to 102
Squadron.

His first op was on 4" April 1943 when he was i one of eleven bombers
detailed to attack Kiel in what was a successtul raid.

1" ‘mt a-m.‘.l.d to attack KIEL . Weather: 10/10 cloud from spprox. 3°E throughout whole m;

Lokekd 2 S0T: QLLIVER P.R. X 2100 0223  Attacked primary target at 18,005 foet heading 1709 TAS, 220
'M% aermmg-ln 10/10 cloud tops 5000 feet, Yellow markers seen on coast, greem T.I.
at target . Ran up on green, in bomb sdght. ihrurf‘:u'-mnﬂ'l‘r

%ﬁ%m and also to S.E.

This was followed on April 10" by a sortie in which thirteen aircraft from
102 attacked Frankfurt. Only twelve took part, with Alexander’s plane being
“scrubbed”.

10.4e43 13 -j.runﬁ d-taﬂd to q:hok FRANYFURT, 10/10 cloul vary from 6/10,000 feet. 322

e |7

April 14" brought a sortie in which twelve aircraft were detailed for an attack
on Stuttgart. This was the first time Alexander flew with my uncle, Air
Bomber J K Campbell. They did not make 1t to the target as they had to
abandon the “trip” ten miles East of Dieppe when the starboard mner
engine was hit by heavy flak and became unserviceable and they returned to
base.

W obiek3 12 aircraft detailsd to attack STUTTGART. Weathel: No cloudat target with good visibility marred only by a smoke hase.

HR. 668 m'& STUTTGART 2129 0052 Target not attacked. Trip abandoned 10 miles N. OfDm
%%J starboard imner hit by heavy flak u/s. Retwrned to base,

gﬁﬁm

Two days later virtually the same crew was in action again when, on 16%
April, fourteen aircraft attacked Pilsen mn a successful raid. However they
spent almost the whole flight m more danger than usual with an
unserviceable rear turret, and lost the port mner engine just before landing,
which could have been very dangerous.

16alieby 14, atroraft dstailed to attack FILSHV. No low clowl, soke indstrial hass,
or. 20 C6 tho)tod
i g m o ¥ 56 53 A primary target at 8,000 feet heading O40°M 165 IAS

32,

Good visibility no clowd. Y-um «1. markers seem on ETA. Over
mmmumm-nmmn&{mrm Identified works.
Iorhw;.i:&m no greens seen but two reds seen on target by
rear gunner, 1t uwp area in bomb aight. Rear twrret u/s before =
l-.urm.rn. nu.duniurm pmt\wmrmﬂmtwmhﬂw

um KL mvem Ta e AnLa _—
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So four sorties for Alexander - the first one successful, the second
scrubbed, the third aborted due to a flak damaged engine and the fourth,
although completed, severely compromised by a u/s rear turret reducing
defensive capability by half and an engine failure shortly before landing.

It might be said that the omens were not good!

His fifth sortie, with the same crew plus one, was on April 20", The plus
one was TSE Bennett, a pilot from the Royal New Zealand Air Force who
was on just his second familiarisation flight as “Second Dickie” (2" Pilot).
Sixteen Halifaxes took off from Pocklington headed for Stettin on a massive
raid ivolving different bombers from many squadrons.

After leaving Pocklington they flew East and descended to less than
400 feet as they approached the Danish coast. Over Esbjerg they were
coned by several land and harbour based searchlight batteries, which
tracked them by radar and handed them over from one to another. Unable
to break free of the hights the pilot WA Gnittiths tried every manoeuvre
possible, with no success. Sustaining continuous heavy damage the plane,
DT 747 code DY-P, went down just outside Esbjerg on the Saedding road.
There were no survivors.

20443 | 16 sivoraPt detailod to attack STEMTIN. Veathers o cloud enroute or at tho target But patches of see fog, Danish ooest, | 326
s ﬂ % -86T, ii. i3 As above 2130 = _Alroraft missing nothing heard after tale off. i
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Twenty nine other
airmen were shot
down and killed in
the region that
night, and on 30®"
April they were all
buried together mn
a common grave,
many of them
known by name but unidentifiable, and therefore
unable to be given a grave of their own. They were
buried in Fovrfelt Cemetery, the service being taken
by a German field pastor and full military honours
provided by the Wehrmacht.

On May 3" a Casualty Notfication form was completed in which he was
officially listed as “Missing”, and on August 18" he was “Officially Presumed
Dead”.

OFFICIAL ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE CASUALTY NWFICA‘I’ION

uuuuu m mans BOT. TaocATR GUNNER { 8P GR)} o RSB 8D, } Vbl _A- 73 Z y =
r 2 g e EARARE L OFFIC IALLY PRESUMED DEAD
| R e ; 2 glrd Eis] i
w " SyuaLE i i s NAME TE thhept
L B W FATEER) e NO R_]'.E_.SLQ.E—.—MK Sgt e EIR__ Ajexandar Cu
liml; o T ! e 0/5 EFF ;DATE 21-4d3 " K.R. (AIR) ol
S 3 e “TOERT C.L. 7486 4/16-8-43
- un:p;:-n (PATHER) 3 xDMs(Air)S:Lg.ret:'dn--/o _________ xAuthority for Discharge.....??-":‘i
xSig.rectd. from unit ¥R.15a Discharge Certesescases .p
ixRaBL (Airmen)e.eesesss eees M.10 (including M. 13)""““.’13,
| E.236 Deficiency Listesscsasces xM.227 Medical Boa.rrl...,.._.....!/‘
xR.71 General Conduct Sht...... MEB465a Dental Envelop€ssseass
xR.72 Service Conduct Shtasece.des xDental Exém, on dischargéas. 'ﬂi‘
xReasons for dischArge...sssssssss xDec. of Go of I. (Desérter)..n
: Death Cortificates.sessrsssss i
REVIC SEATRICS AETE AT, RATLOY (omamM) _xDate Board sent to Pemsigns: Sy
R e ERAETEEo e BT AC O alaials o s Lleiale o msa tecsanes 'paté file rectdeiessaseecsas e
DiSCrepAnciessisesesscsssasasscsscassnsssntonssssnonnsassts T.Y; ..
== . “xlfot necessary for deaths Checker's signatures.s ?( ..... &
B 7 COPY FOR DOCUMENT FILE it
. . A *
Casualty Notification - “Missing” Officially Presumed Dead

On August 28" a further Casualty Form changed his status from “previously
reported missing” and “subsequently reported “missing believed killed” to
presumed dead” for official purposes. A death certificate was completed.

1 i PROVINCE OF ONTARIO—CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF DEATH 3 )
§ " pmaeas .
A { i
- HE

i: E
- il
® .
(w.0.) i)
s o, e 8 WG WO PRLLTF R e g = £3] - T | | ‘ T
abss moTHeR Livine SNNKEKIRS YES ZE (| 1A 5| 3 hon o i
; EINALI, ORTAREO, S|y
S8R 2| | T e oo |
as MEMBER ATTACKED TO RAF. AT TIME OF CASUALTTT AR 50, WASHE A BCARF, TRANCE  VESMNE & B | Bttty o s s o 7,
e e ATR AN KRY PR Bemnd 18008 13303 | B2 ot et g [ Tt |
FREVIOUBLY RE/ORTED “MISSING™ B1-APRILe43 APTEK AIR OPESATIONS (OVERSHAS)
AMD SUBSEQUENTLY REFOKTED “MIBSING RILLED®

KON "PRESUSLD DEAD® R1-APRIL=43 FUR OFFICIAL PURFOSES.

MRS VRN A Ten er ore August EBnd 48
[N IID 1N THIS
Fe OF DassYBS DIRBCYORATE) » |
bl A i ' o (R Gl oresoery |
G 7 FORCHIEF OF THE AIR STATF
COPY FOR DOCUMENT FILE

Casualty Notification - “Presumed Dead”

| Deadl Cemﬁcate
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On September 20" 1945 a Statement of War Service Gratuity was drawn
up. This shows that Alexander’s total qualifying service was 561 days, equal
to 18 periods of 30 days at $7.50 per period - a total of $135.

In fact simple arithmetic arrives at 18.7 periods, which means that he
was short changed by $5.25 - or if they had been slightly more generous to a
%itizen who died on active service for his country and called 1t 19 periods,
37.50.
Of this service, 277 days had been overseas although 21 of those were
meligible, leaving 256 days for which he was entitled to an extra 25¢ per day
- a total of $64.
Then there was a supplement for overseas service at a daily rate of $3.25
pay and $1.25 subsistence equal to $31.50 per week. However the total due
was not calculated using the number of weeks, but using a 183 fraction of

the number of days. Hence the total was 277/183 x $31.50 or $47.68.

So his total War Service Gratuity came to $246.68, which is the equivalent
of $3,657 in 2020 or £2,115.

Alexander became eligible for the following medals at the end of the war:-

Rb12370SWE IR ALEXANDER C

1939-45 Star

i | Air Crew Europe Star
et Ll R | |ues Defence Medal
j:znlizn [} ' :I KRR | /‘?5"_‘.4" . 2?/‘5 ‘/'ff | msnr:‘.f
L A R A o e 'g ] Z T War Medal
sslsssissant h o0 @ ! sssisl || | 15 | e
IS R R T 4 e CVSM and clasp .
e |y * | (Canadian Voluntary Service

| MUMBER ‘N LI NAME H RANK |
i ! !

= =
1666 6 66 B 6 ¥ ¥ H il 6:6 | -Tl 1
o ' H |

I

|

}f!,ggj_,?ﬂgzi.’.;.!g I . e el Medal)

9 | H 1 | S
3 IEECEENEERE HEE: TRBRI RN BRI AR RN IO AB R AR RN NN AU NG BB EAHE AT RA R BN R
18 83961 'IGERSED 118 ¥SE UNBER CARAGLAN PATENT NUMBCE 315386
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1939-45 Star  A/C Europe Defence Medal War Medal CVSM
Medal Medal &
Clasp

Alexander Cuthbert Weir died at the age of 25 years 11 months and 23
days, just a week short of his 26™ birthday.

He 1s remembered i Fovrfelt Cemetery, Esbjerg,
Denmark.

Weeden, Gordon H. He 1s also remembered on the

wggggnéggmgglf Gﬁ- Bomber Command Memorial
e ol Wall at Nanton, Alberta
Weeks, Edward Howard -
Weeks, William George
Weese, Robert Allen
Wegenast, William A.
—Weicker, Carl Heinrich
™ Weir, Alexander C.
Weir, lvan Arnold
Weir, James Chapman
Weir, John Emerson
Weir, Robert Norman
Weis, Joseph William
Weiss, Gordon Thomas
Weiss, Ross
Welch, Gordon George

SI122705 FIGHT. SERGEANT

A.C. WEIR

AR GUNNER
I CANADIAN AN RORCE
AP 1945 AGES 21

Also  remembered in  the Book of
—* Remembrance in the Memorial Chamber of
“%  the Peace Tower in Ottawa.

3 <oy X

| # And at the International
' o Bomber Command

Centre 1 Lincoln,
England
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The Ancestry of Alexander Cuthbert Weir

The matter of Alexander’s ancestry came about 1n the
following way. Bomb Aimers Joe Wilson and Ken
Campbell both knew him in 102 Squadron. Joe was
due to go on the Stettin raid on April 20%, but had to

~ his oxygen mask tightly to his face. So Ken, my uncle,
went 1 his place and died with Alexander and the
other six members of the crew.

During my investigation mto Ken’s
time 1n the RAF 1 posted various
things online, which were seen by
Alexander Cuthbert Weir -~ Joe’s daughter Jenny, and she made
contact with me. She nvited me to a 102 Squadron
reunion where I met her and Joe, and we have been 1n
contact ever since. One of
the things that Jenny told me
was that Joe had said to her that
there was, apparently,
indigenous  Canadian  blood & o _

somewhere 1 his roots and James Kenneth Campbell
she wondered 1f this was true, or if her father was

mis-remembering. ——— Nai
With parents Hugh Phillip |[F/SCO¥MANS| 2000 Ki
Weir and Hattie Kipling it || « craru Sy s

seemed unlikely, but then
: I Joseph Wilson | |
received ACW’s service record from Clare |
Wilson, another member of the 102 Squadron
Association. Clare 1s the great niece of Ronme
Mather, another crew man with whom Ken flew
and who appeared together with him m a
newspaper article. :
Looking through the records I noticed one = S S e
early document, a report from Alexander’s imtial Ronnie Mather
mterview, where a comment noted that “This man appears to be of Indian

blood”.

So I decided that I really ought to do some mvestigating and try to discover
Alexander’s heritage. The results are contained n the following pages.
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John Kipling (Senior) was born on April 27" 1724 at Barmingham, in
Stockton on Tees. He married Hannah Healey on 3™ March 1762 at Ferry
Fryston when he was 38 and she was 28, Hannah having given birth to a son
Thomas the previous year. This was possibly a “shotgun wedding”, so it 1s
perhaps not surprising that within two years John left Hannah and Thomas
i Stockton, sailed for Canada to work for the Hudson Bay Company, and
entered their service at Albany i 1766, working as a carpenter and sawyer.
In 1777 he was sent up the Albany River to found a base deeper in Indian
Territory to improve trade. This was named Gloucester House, and the
next year he was commissioned as its Master, a position he held until 1791.

NAME: KIPLING, John PARISH: Stockton-On-Tees ENTERED SERVICE: 1766 DATES:
(A.30/5, fo. 3d-4) d. 23 Nov. 1794 (B.3/a/96, fo. 9)
Appointments & Service
Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference
* An Qutfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May
1766-1788 Carpenter, Sawyer Albany Albany A30/1, fo. 1d-2; A 30/5, fo. 3d-4
1778-1791* Master Gloucester House Albany A.6/13, fo. 2, 70, 94d, 121; Lytwyn 1986: App. A
1791-1792* i/c for E. Jarvis Albany Albany A.11/5, fo. 172-176d
1792, Sept.-1793, Sept.  Home and back in King George 111 C.1/394, 395
1793-1794 Second Albany Albany A.5/3, fo. 84d; A 30/5 fos. 30d-31
1794, 23 Nov. Struck with "Apopletick fitt" at Albany, 18 Nov. 1794; died 23 Nov., 5:30 PM, buried 25 Nov. (B.3/a/96, fo. 8d-9)
Wife: Hannah [Truthwaite] (A.5/3; John Kipling’s Will made 3 May 1793 in Stockton, Co. Durham, Search File)
Son: Thomas (bricklayer in Stockton in 1793) m. Ann (John Kipling’s Will made 3 May 1793 in Stockton, Co. Durham, Search File)

Brother [in law]: Matthew Truthwaite, Master Gloucester House in 1793, wife Pocathea, whose son Edward was provided for in his will (Will made 3 May
1793 in Stockton, Co. Durham, Search File)

+ Commissioned as Master of Gloucester House 30 June, 1778 (B.3/b/15, fo.36d)
= Kipling was struck with strokes in September 1790 and the winter of 1791-1792 (Ellen Cooke, fur Trade Profiles...pp. 30-32)
Appointed Second at Albany 25 May, 1792, under John McNab (A.5/3, fo. 84d)

REFERENCES:
Search Files: Kipling, John (fl. 1772-1794), Gloucester House

Anick, Norman, 1976, "The Fur Trade in Eastern Canada Until 1870", Vol. 1 & 2; National Historic Parks & Sites Branch, Parks Canada, Ottawa.
Lytwyn, V., 1986, "The Fur Trade of the Little North", Rupert's Land Research Centre, Winnipeg

Prior to beginning his employment with the HBC John married Nancy (the
name usually given to unknown native women), a Cree or Objibwa native,
and a son John (Junior) was born at Fort Albany in 1774.

Further children were George (1780), Jack Ram (c1788), Marguerite
(Margaret) (1791), and Thomas Pisk (c1792), although the last three may

well have been born to several other native women.

The family lived in the Red River Settlements in Rupert’s Land, a huge area
given to the HBC by King Charles IT in 1670.

On 25" May 1792 he was appointed Second at Albany, but in September,
after suffering his second stroke 1n as many years, John returned to England

on the ship “King George I1I”. He made his way back to Stockton where he
made his will on 3 May 1793.

He returned in September 1793 but just over a year later, on 18" November
1794, he was struck with an “Apopletick htt” and died at 5:30pm on the
231, He was buried on the 25" at Albany Fort, Hudson Bay, Rupertsland.
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So John Kipling (Junior), born in 1774 at Fort Albany in Ruperts Land, was
a half blooded native - described 1n one source as a “half breed voyageur in

the HBC”.

In 1793 he began his career with the HBC as a labourer-steersman and was
one of a group of HBC men who established Brandon House in the Red
River Valley, and by 1797 he moved there permanently. Around that time
he married a Salteuse Indian woman named (no surprise) Nancy, and they
had several children including John (Jack) (c1796), Thomas (c1800),
George (c1805), Edward (c1807), Peter (1812), and Jane (c1815).

In 1810 he was assigned to Brandon House, but over the next few years he
was assigned to Pembina, the East Winnipic District, and Portage La Prairie
(where he was rated “Sober, honest and can steer a boat”).

According to HBC reports he arrived at Manitoba House from
Brandon on May 29" 1816 with seeds, letters and his family. This was
fortunate for them as on June 1% Metis (offspring of French fathers and
Native mothers) soldiers pillaged Brandon. That same year he fell from a
horse at the company’s post of Portage des Prairies on his way to a posting
at Halkett House, where he could only work as an interpreter due to his
disability.

In 1817 he was sent back to Manitoba House where he continued to
work for a few years as an iterpreter, (being described as a “cripple”), until
he was retired by the company.” In 1819 The HBC noted that he was “not
so good as he has been but still of a great deal of service at a house, or for
hunting”.

Having left HBC on 13" April 1821, he

became a “freeman” 1n the Red River
Settlement living 1n St Andrew’s Parish.

Red River Settlement in 1817

Red River summer view 1822

* httpy/www.redriverancestry.ca
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He was found m the HBC 1827 Red River Census. He was aged 61
(probably an error as he was 51), born in Rupert’s Land. He had 1 woman,
2 sons (+16), 1 son (-16), 2 daughter (-15), 1 house, 1 horse, 1 cow, 1 calf, 1
canoe, and 2 acres.
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The woman would be Nancy, the two sons over 16 would be George (22)
and Edward (20), and the son under 16 would be Peter (14). The two
daughter (note daughter 1s singular) under 15 1s a puzzle as one would be
Jane (12), but John only had one daughter. A possible explanation the
second ‘daughter’ may m fact have been George’s future wife Isabella
Landry, Who was very young at the time.
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su_s -'n’l- 4
Died at Fost Garry
!uri.l; on upt n.hsa.a.:
By n-v.h.:_l Jones

Two years previously John and " £
Nancy’s son John (Jack), who was il jl
born m 1796, died at Fort Garry
and was buried at St John’s < '

Church, Red River on 29® : -

September 1825 aged 30. o misionchuc, 152
Kipling, Nargaret, of
-H-lnu. 18 Decesber

On 18" December 1827, their daughter . smm i s mirbees
Margaret married a “half breed”, John Lyons, at = s ser. witsen coskren

St John’s.
g
>

John and Nancy were recorded again in the 1828 census. ThlS time John’s
age was given (almost) correctly as 56. It was noted that he had 1 woman
and 1 son over 16 living with him (probably Edward), no other sons or
daughters, and he now only had his house, a horse and a canoe. Most
strikingly, m the column labelled “Country” the enumerator has written
Native, reflecting the fact that his gm0
mother was an Indian. Eldest son  Eisliss eorse of fed River lul-m.

gg(sgﬁbr;ar?r(lﬁdl é;aé).ella at St John’s on :.m‘éi‘.f:’:?.'..:'.':. TR

By Rev,¥illiam Cookran
ProsentPoter Prudem

Donald Gunm ﬂ v ER
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~ " Their daughter Jane married Thomas
Fidler at St John’s on 9" November 1831.

to Thomas Fidler, of -u p:l.u-

: R . At some pomt between the 1828 and
-0 ﬁﬁz‘:m “’“‘"uhﬁ 1831 censuses Johns brother Thomas

Pisk died. In the 1880 census his wife 1s shown to be raising one boy under
the age of 16 and three girls under 15. She had been left with 3 oxen, a cow
and a calf, 5 pigs, a plough, a harrow and 2 acres of land.
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On ]une 3Id 1835 John and Nancys son wan -“‘ t:fu;?‘f:w
Edward married Nancy, a “half breed -"-‘i'*‘:';u;m Lk e ¢
woman”, at St John’s. oame Piace,neve marsint &b 4 Mives

Colony,by banne.on June-3--I8 o)

John appeared regularly in the Red River # Rev-tiitian cockean
In presence oftJohm Smith

census throughout the years. In 1840 he Gatherine Cook

and Nancy were recorded as having a iy 2 &‘li B

stable, an ox, 3 cows and 2 calves, 2 pigs, a
harrow, a canoe and 2 acres of land. ThlS was virtually unchanged n 1841
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However, in 1843 he was living alone SO Nancy had died during the
mtervening period.

The last census in which John appeared was m 1849. Aged 80 and living
alone, he died soon after, c1850.
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So George Kipling, born ¢1805 at Brandon
House, was % Native Canadian.

On Sep 21" 1819 George, just 14, was engaged 'J: ¥
as a labourer along with his crippled father A
(John) to work in Dauphin House. e

Br;mdon House cl 81 0
By 1827 the John and his family had settled in St Andrews Parish, Red

River where they were recorded on the census that year.. George would

have been 1n his early twenties.
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There were two sons over the age of 16 living with John and Nancy, who
would be George and Edward, and Peter was the son under 16. Two
daughters under 15 are also recorded, but Jane was the only daughter they
had. It 1s likely, therefore, that the other daughter was Isabella Landry, who
George was soon to marry.

Isabella was born ¢1812 to Baptiste and Margaret Landry. According
to Isabella’s Scrip athdawvit, she stated that Baptiste was a half-breed and
Margaret was an Indian woman.” Hence Isabella herselt was % indigenous

blood.

In early 1828 George and Isabella

had a daughter Susannah, who was

baptised on 25® February 1828.

P W7 5 Dot . i :
__gx_:l.!_horn of lﬂ li lothlnt.

& Isabélla up
. Red River Settlement on mmm.:.:

By Rev.¥illism Goskran . On November 20“‘ 1828 George dIld
"™ Donaia Guna ma- IVER [sabella were married in St John's
Church (now St John’s Cathedral in the city of Winnipeg). *
In the 1830 census George 1s recorded as having his own house in which
were living two women and a daughter under the age of 15. He also had two
pigs, a canoe, and 2 acres under cultivation. We know that one woman and
the daughter were Isabella and Susannah, but thanks to the enumerator we
also know that the other woman was Isabella s mother Margaret.

3 Bl e | 2 St }J{é-mé e !I - 7’5
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* redriverancestry.ca *  Library and Archives szada
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In the 1831 census George, aged 22, 1s again recorded as having four people
m his household, but because the section for women 1s split into married
and unmarried we know that the other woman 1s unmarried - so we have
himself and Isabella, an unmarried woman and a daughter, Susannah,
under the age of 16. It seems likely that Baptiste Landry has died, leaving
Margaret “unmarried”.
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By 1832, Margaret Landry had left, but there were still 4 1n the household.
George and Isabella now had a son under 16, the latest addition to their
famﬂy born in 1831, Edwa:rd
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In 1835 the census showed that he had a house and stable 2 mares, an ox, 2
canoes and 1 acre of land under cultivation. Living with George and Isabella
were four other people. Three of those were Susannah, Edward and
Thomas, who was born on 10" November 1834 and baptised on December
3", The final member of the household was an unmarried woman, so it 1s
likely that Margaret has returned.
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The baptismal entry indicates that George was a settler and confirms that

he no longer worked for the HBC. It also gives a bit more detaill on where
in the Red River Settlement he was living - at the Rapids of Red River.
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In fact not only was Thomas baptised, but his mother and father were too.
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Unfortunately I have been unable to find a baptlsm for Edward, the great
grandfather of Alexander Cuthbert Weir.

At the beginning of 1838 a third son, George (junior), was born and he was
baptised on ]anuary 16" of that year.
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' In early 1842 a second daughter, Mary,
" was born, and she was baptised on
. February 22" of that year®.
: She appeared on the 1843 census,
m addiion to Susannah, as the second
~ -» daughter under the age of 15. Also with
- George and Isabella were their three sons
Edward, Thomas and George, all under
“ 16. George was doing quite well by now,
Red szer Settlement 01840 having a horse, a mare, 2 oxen, a cow, 3
calves, 2 pigs, a plough, a harrow, a cart and 3 acres of land under

cultivation.
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In the following vyear, on 14" fe:
November 1844  eldest daughter
Susannah married John Fidler at St
Andrew’s Church, Red River.

In 1846 two significant events occurred. A fourth son, John, was born. He
was baptised on February 18, just two days after his little sister Mary was
buried, aged 4*.

These three events were implicitly recorded m the census for 1846,
when George was shown to have four sons under the age of 16 living at
home (who the over 16 son recorded on the page was I do not know), but
no daughters - since Susannah was now living with John Fidler and Mary
having died.
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In January 1849 George and Isabella
welcomed another daughter mto the
family and Margaret was baptised on
]anuary 20,
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It looked as 1if 1849 was going to be a good year for George and Isabella.
Not only had they welcomed a new daughter into the family, but the census
return showed that George’s assets were 1ncreasmg

He was recorded as havmg 2 stables, 2 horses and a mare, 3 oxen, 2 cows
and 4 calves, a plough, a harrow, 2 carts, a canoe, and now had 8 acres
under cultivation.
(I cannot explain the recording of two daughters under the age of 1. I can
only suggest it 1s an error as, mcluding Isabella and the four boys, it gives a
total of seven people without including George himsell).

redriverancestry.ca
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However, in May tragedy struck the family again when Margaret died at the
age of four months.
She was buried at St Andrew’s Church on 24" May 1849.
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# On  January 29" 1852

- George’s son Edward married

Mary Voller (a.k.a. Waller) at
- St Andrew’s Church.
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were ma 28,1852(5.A.)
. St.Andrevs, Red River
George was awarded the Arctic Medal in 1959, as was his brother Edward *.

The Admiralty 1ssued the Arctic Medal in 1857 for several expeditions,
mcluding the expedition to discover the fate of Sir John Franklin and his
crew who were lost while looking for the Northwest Passage in 1847, “Her
Majesty having been graciously pleased to signify her commands that a
Medal be granted to all persons, of every rank and class, who have been
engaged I the several Expeditions to the Arctic Regions, whether of
discovery or search, between the years 1818 and 1859, both mclusive”,
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In 1860, George guided US scientists to The Pas to view a total echipse. He
was described as the “best guide 1 the country. He was a fine, straight,
honest-looking wiry sharp featured fellow of about fifty-five years, with a
short grizzly beard, and long black locks tinted with grey. Good-natured and
full of merriment he wore a flat, pan-cake like Scotch cap set jauntily on one
side of his head, a red flannel shirt, and a pair of trousers, shaped like a long

bag, with very short legs”.*
{Olive Knox, Viewing the Eclipse, 1860, The Beaver, Summer 1954}

In 1864 he was at Fort a la Corne, where he was hardly regarded favourably.
“Our staff 1s miserable, the only tripper being old George Kippling who 1s
used up already” and “kipling arrived, brought nothing. He 1s a useless old
fellow”.*

In the 1870 census of Manitoba, George 65 and Isabella 55 were hiving in
the parish of St Clement. He confirmed that his father was John.

This was the first census since the province of Manitoba came mto
existence, and 1t requested accurate mformation of ethnicity. We can see
that both George and Isabella were Metis, with George being English Metis
and Isabella being French Metis. This indicates that they were both “half-
breed”, with George having an English parent and Isabella a French parent.
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68 & 69  Thomas Kipling, 70, (brother of George), English Metis and
his wife Nancy, 60, born i Dakota, Native Indian.

70 & 71 George Kipling, 65, English Metis and Isabella, 55, daughter
of Baptiste Landry (Joseph here), French Metis.

72& 73  John Kipling, 20, (son of George), English Metis, unmarried
but appears to be living with Harriet Robillard, 14, daughter of
Joseph Robillard, French Metis, unmarried.

74 - 80 John Fidler, 45, English Metis and Susanne, 40, (daughter of
George, English Metis.
Their children, John 20, George 13, Andrew 10, Thomas 6 and
Flora 4, all English Mets.

89 - 93 Thomas Kipling, 39, (son of George), English Metis and his
wife Jane, 32, (daughter of John Houry), English Metis.
Their children, Mariam 11, Catherine 9 and Flora 6, all English
Mets.
This map shows the
Red River Settlement
c1870.

The parish of St

(y Clement, where many
% of the Kipling families
were now living, 1s

French Parishes  English Parishes ¢

3 Bt 1 P oy number 23 on the map,
e .
3 St Clmos 10 St close to lake Winnipeg.
11 5t, Bonilace (West) 15 sz.fuh
e 4 :
i Ehmagey 23 The parish of St
HM‘ .
17 Ste Ane 2 st i Andrew is “next door”,
numbered 22 and 23.

The parish of St John 1s number 18, adjoining Fort Garry.

In 1873 the Red River Settlement (or Colony) oftficially became the city of
Winnipeg.

S MR

1872 Red River Settlement 1873 Winnipeg
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During negotiations with the Métis peoples over the transter of land from
the Hudson’s Bay Company to Canada, the Canadian government ceded
1.4 mullion acres to Métis/yHalf-breed families residing in the territory at the
time of the land transter. This was called the “Northwest Haltbreed Scrip.
Scrip was a term used to describe a certificate or voucher establishing
the bearer’s right to “something”. In this case the voucher was for 160 acres

of land or $160.

On July 9% 1875, both Isabella & George applied for their Half-breed Scrip,
and George accepted $160 in lieu of land rights. Below are documents
relating to George’s claim. He only knew his year of birth, giving it as 1805
m the North West Territory, and described himself as a farmer. He gave his
father’s name as John Kipling and described him as a Half Breed, but he
did not know his mother’s name, stating only that she was an Indian. He
made his mark as he was unable to write even just his name. The scrip was
1ssued a year later, on July 301,
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y of AD. 189,
first resd over and axp in the
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Just two vyears later, on Nov 29" 1878
George died. He was buried in Mapleton St
Clements Anglican Cemetery located at the
south end of Selkirk, R.M. of St. Andrew's,
Section 3 Row 18. His headstone reads:

In Memory of
George Kippling
Died November 29" 1878
Aged 76 yrs
Blessed are the dead who
die 1n the Lord
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So Edward Kipling, born in November 1831 at the Red River Settlement, to
George Kipling and Isabella Landry, was % indigenous Indian.

We know that in 1849 Edward was hving with his family, where he was
recorded as the son over the age of 16 - he was, i fact, 17 or 18.

On January 29" 1852 he [ #2272 Lo
married Mary Voller (ak.a. _gipling Edward of St Mﬂn. '
Waller), the daughter of James & ey Voller ol ise ShEehs

Voller and Nancy Birston, at were married January 2(5.A.)

St Andrew’s Church. : _ st &pmn, Red River

Nancy had been born in 1805 at Norway House to Alexander Birston, a
Scot from Ronaldsay, Orkney, and a First Natton woman - so she was a
half-breed. Alexander was a voyageur, working for the HBC.*

She was baptised at Norway House, at the age of 16, on August 12"

1831 by which time her father, described as a fisherman, had been dead for
two years. Her name was glven as Ndncy or Dory”.

James Waller was born 1/ P . 227
c1800 i England. It i1s not - g fbuscyam Ho Db f by bupiteg. A

known when he arrived at Sovsse Dyl i B i il — 7>

Red River.” oAby Gvinles Mo e place ;  Lawnes
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James and Nancy were | e =
married on March 18" 1830 | ' iy S e At o bt
at St John’s Church.
Mary  was born ON | fe e 8 Somas Hitoss,.
September 25" 1832.* LS4
She was [ett ,;-ﬁ%}m*;:;»{ Sostties A
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So Edward was % native and Mary was 4.

Following the marriage of Edward and Mary i 1852, archival materal 1s
hard to come by. There are no more Hudson Bay Company censuses, nor
are there any HBC baptism, marriage and burnial records.

However, 1t 1s known that they had a son, also named Edward, born on
10" January 1855 according to the 1901 censuses
7™ August 1857 according to his Metis Scrip athdavit

I have been unable to trace Edward and Mary on the 1870 census of
Manitoba, nor the 1871 census of the rest of Canada.

On July 8" 1875, Edward swore an affidavit in support of his claim for the
Metis Scrip. In the claim he described himself as a farmer living in the
parish of St Clement’s with his wife and children. As head of the family he
was claiming 160 acres of land, or Scrip for $160. He gave his date of birth
as November 1831 in the parish of St Clement’s, his father as George
Kipling, a halfbreed and his mother as Isabel Landry, also a haltbreed. He
was literate enough to be able to sign his own name (which many claimants
were unable to do).
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In 1881 Mary was 49 and hvmg Wlth her son Edward (junior) and his wife in
Rat Portage, Keewatin in The (Northwest) Territories. She classed herself as
married indicating that, although he was not living there, Edward (senior)
was alive - somewhere. Aged 50, it 1s possible that he was out in the wilds
hunting or working and so missed the census.

The province of Keewatin was formed m 1876, encompassing most of
Manitoba and Northwest Ontario. The district ceased being an independent
territory m 1909 and was returned to the Northwest Territories.

In the census of 1891, taken on April 21%, they were still iving in Keewatin
(South), in district 46, the Western Division of Algoma. Edward was 59,
Mary 48, and they had Edward (junior) and his famuly living with them.
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DU CANADA, 1891
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He described himself as a farm labourer and, rather strangely, that his father
(George) had been born in Quebec, while his mother (Isabella Landry) had
been born in Ontario. Mary’s father John was correctly born m England,
but she also said that her mother (Nancy Birston) was born in Ontarlo.

r. SCHEDULE C: On 24" March 1893 Mary Valler Kipling died in Rainy

¥ f:Em 'Hf"

D?‘TH} _ River, Keewatin, aged 60. The cause of death was
it %:ﬁ‘ . pneumonia, and the mformant was her doctor mm Rat
P o

Aoy /i/,f“,/, Portage.
- '?mcx 2= 472 In 1901 Edward, now a widower, was still living with his

- A ) ) :

& | b fj'“ son and family. He gave his date of birth as 7%
. Ay November 1871, his profession as labourer, and his
W Ll hias e racial origin as Scotch B (Scottish Breed). His colour
- b?,,l.,,-ﬂ,,.mm:.,' / was recorded as WR (White/Red) indicating a mix of
oo 'Sé_uu, At European and Native Canadian. Strangely, his first name
s, e, s »
E, mﬁ Fone, apars to have been written as somethlng like “Dainel”.

At jff( 7473, ( ' Lot o
‘ﬁ‘ '{F d( fee -?’anrr --ﬁ
. it =
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On September 11" 1906, Edward EEH&:
Kipling died in Rainy River, Kenora. §
He was aged 75 and the cause of death
was consumption. His place of birth _
was given as Selkirk, which was i the
Red River Settlement, thus confirming
that this was, indeed, “our” Edward.

The record states that he was married,
although presumably this was to T e ;
mdicate that he had once been Rstdence 7" |

Hern ora

Btreet No. or i
married, but was now a widower - as ™" / |

Date of Death 'M//) /906

and Lot @

opposed to never having been married. ' % w i
, , I Singloor Married | M anmncedd
b, ol _:..)- e v ; 1t Single ﬁn Nameol . | .‘..; :!—5420

W‘/’/"'

| emm.,/aé‘m L
| 1 dominom
A A K

OeX 11, 1906

| His name 1s mscribed on a
commemorative  memorial  for
unmarked graves in Lake of Woods Cemetery in Kenora.

The town of Rat Portage was renamed i 1905 by using the first two letters
of 1tself” (ra) and the neighboring towns of Keewatin (Ke) and Norman (no)
to form the present-day City of Kenora.

Kenora / Rat Portage, 1s a small city situated on the Lake of the Woods in
Northwestern Ontario, close to the Manitoba boundary, and about 125
miles east of Winnipeg.
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Alexander Cuthbert Weir’s grandfather, Edward Kipling (Junior), had a
father who was %4 native and a mother who was Y4 native, thus making his
bloodline half native Canadian.

He was born on August 7% 1855 at Fort Garry in the Red River Settlement,
and baptised on September 9" at St Andrew’s Church.
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On July 12® 1875 he swore an
athidavit in support of his claim
for the Metis Scrip. In the
claim he described himself as a
labourer hiving mn the parish of
St Clements with his wife and
children. As head of the famuily
he was claiming 160 acres of
land, or Scrip for $160. He
gave his date of birth as “on or
PEREGEEE " i about” August 7" 1857 in the

An example of “Scrip” to the vakue of $20  parish of St Andrew’s, stating that
he was of the full age of 18 years, his father as Edward Kipling, a haltbreed
and his mother as Mary Kipling, also a haltbreed. He signed his name,
spelling 1t Kippling rather than Kipling.

He married Margaret Linklater ¢1876-80 - she had been born ¢1860-2 to
John Linklater.

Unfortunately I have been unable to find a record for either the birth of
Margaret Linklater or her marriage to Edward.
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However, there 1s a record of John Linklater’s claim for Metis Scrip for
Margaret. It was made on September 6" 1875 in the parish of St Clements.

— )
' T2 TPt : ;
- g2 | DOMINION OF CANADA. // b /-—n
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language to said deponent who scemed p_arlﬂ!lly to

The claim begins by saying I et s w "/-ff."";?ﬁﬁmu_ :

John Linklater, formerly of the =~ ;
Parish of St Clement, in the County and Province now of Fort Alexander
make oath as follows: 1) I am a Half-breed head of a family resident out of
said parish of Fort Alexander on the 15" July 1870 (the date applicable to
Metis claims). 2) The following persons are respectively children of myself,
this deponent, a Half-breed, and of Eleanor Peebles, a haltbreed, and were
respectively born m said Parish, and will attain the age of 18 years at or
about the following dates:”

No dates are given, but the children’s names are - Margaret, born 1861 and
Alexander, born 1863 - “of whom both are now here present”.

At the end of the claim the athidavit has been signed, not by John, but
by Eleanor who could just about scratch a signature that looks like Elain
Liklater.

So John had brought his wife and children, aged 12 and 14, from Fort

Alexander to St Clements - a distance of about 45 miles.

The athdavit suggests that both of Margaret’s parents were half-breed, which
would make her a half-breed also.
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In 1881 Edward was living with Margaret and his mother Mary, his father
not being at the residence at the time of the census, nor being found
anywhere else as he was probably away trapping. Edward gave his age as 26

and occupation as a labourer. Margaret gave her age as 21.
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On November 14" 1883 Edward
and Margaret’s first child, a
daughter Jane (Jennie), was born
followed by another daughter
Dora in 1884/5. Their first son,
George, was born on July 8%
1887. Another daughter, Iillian,
was born on May 17" 1889, but
sadly she died on 15" December
1890. Her age was 1incorrectly
recorded as 8 months - she was

-

18 months old. The cause of
death was Phthisis, from which she had been suffering for six months.

Phthisis is another name for Pulmonary Tuberculosis or T'B of the lungs. A
hundred years ago it caused the deaths of more Canadians than any other
single disease.

The 1891 census throws throws up a problem concerning the family though.
There appear to TWO versions!

Because of the vast area to be covered, the census date 1s nominal - it was
simply not possible for the enumerators to cover therr districts within a day,
or even a week. Hence although the census began on April 6", 1t was not
completed on the same day.

However, not only are there two census returns for two different days, they

are also m shightly different locations and, even more of a problem, they
record a shghtly different family of people!
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Census Record 1

Enumerator James Wilson Date 21° April 1891
Province Ontario  District No. 46 Algoma Western Division
Sub District Polling District Number 24a (Keewatin South)

Census Record 2

Enumerator Andrew Alexander Date 30% April 1891
Province Ontario  District No. 46  Algoma Western Division
Sub District Polling District Number 22 (Rat Portage East)

The only solution that I can 1imagine to solve this problem 1s:-

Keewatin and Rat Portage were neighbouring towns. If there was
some confusion between the enumerators about where exactly the
boundaries of their responsibilities lay it 1s possible that they both recorded
the same household. Also, as the households were recorded nine days
apart, 1t 1s possible that Edward (senior) and Mary were elsewhere and
unrecorded on April 30",

Shebis N o= | e

iM* R : —

< L“ri,.,t:jf.:- f"zf iii'.r:_,n_._;,;,]‘r..‘.’r_.‘x |LI... IJMLM LLu.v :
Census 1 (above) shows Edward (senior) 59 and Mary (V oller) 58 Edward
(unior) 34 and Margaret (Linklater) 28, and their three children Jane 8,
Dora 6 and George 4.
Both men gave their profession as farm labourers, although only Edward
(unmior) was recorded as a wage earner. The children were recorded as
lodgers as the census did not record grandchildren as such. Column 4 tells
us that their house was wood and had 1'% rooms upstairs & 4 downstairs.
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muuu Ao L~ Dénombrement des Vieants. Enwméré par moice . jowrde 1891

Census 2 (above) does not have Edward (senmior) or Mary recorded. It shows
Edward 40 and Margaret 37, and their three children Jane 7, Dora 5 and
George 3. Here Edward’s profession was given simply as a labourer.

The major differences between the census records are:-

Their ages - although the children’s ages differ by a year, that 1s a
common occurrence i censuses. More problematical are the significant
differences m the ages of Edward and Margaret, 34 & 28 as opposed to 40
& 37.

The place of birth of Margaret’s father - in the hrst she gave
Manitoba, but in the second she gave what looks like “Keewatin In”,

These difterences suggest that they are, indeed two difterent families.

However:-
1 In the 1881 census, the only Edward Kipling (or similar spelling)
anywhere 1s Edward (junior), aged 20, living with his mother Mary (who 1s
married, not widowed)and wite Margaret.

2 In the 1891 census, the only Mary Kipling of the correct age for
Edward’s mother is the one found at Keewatin South.

3 What is the chance of two families both consisting of parents with the
same names and exactly three children, also with the same names and
respective ages within a year of each other?

St (oD A.KET:IHS On July 29" 1891 a daughter |
?-p; ﬂof«/ fene  Diviaion of
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sallorr i i il r Jf Rainy River District as it was |
S e, s Talde
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asgond tutons (g the mother of ACW, was born

ity s at Rat Portage also in Rainy | =
Gewectipie as River District.

mm’d‘“‘/’ «  This  shows  how  easily |
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SCHEDULE C. In between the birth of g
DEATHS.  Mary and Hattie, Edward’s r SCHEDULE C:
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to the family just over a year later when,
on August 11" 1896, another daughter
EFliza was born in Rat Portage. At the time
Edward was working as a fisherman.
However, in a devastating turn of events
Margaret died less than three weeks later
(possibly due to complications) on August
30"* ) and less than three weeks after that
tragedy Eliza became the third daughter
lost when she died, aged just one month,
on September 17", She is buried in the
Lake of The Woods cemetery.”*

Then on October 5" 1900 yet another
tragedy struck Edward as he struggled to
raise his remaining four children alone,
when Dora died from scrofula -
tuberculosis of the neck lymph nodes.*

* Find A Grave has her named as Elizabeth
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So by the time of the 1901 census, death had taken a huge toll on Edward’s
family. In the space of ten years he had lost his daughter Lilhan (1890), his
mother (1893), daughter Mary (1895), his wife (1896), daughter Eliza
(1896), and daughter Dora (1900). The family now consisted of Edward
(5enlor) Ederd himself, Jane, George and Hattie.
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The Klphng household Comprlsed 70 year old Wldower Edward (semor) 46
year old widower Edward (unior), 17 year old Jannie, 14 year old George
and 6 year old Hattie.

Edward (senior) was employed as a labourer, working from home. He
had worked for seven months and had earned $200 that year. It was noted
that he could read and write.

Edward (unior) was employed as a trader, working from home. He
had worked for eight months and had earned $360 that year. He too could
read and write.

Jannie (Jane) was not working, as the eldest girl she would now be
responsible for running the household and looking after the two younger
children.

George and Hattie were at school, both of them attending for ten
months of the year.

J= WARRAGES Their racial/tribal origin was recorded as ScotchB (Scotch
“ohni aeis Breed), and their colour as WR (White Red). Both of

r.._m. ..U these “classifications” indicate that there was Canadian
P ol - Indian blood in thewr ancestry, namely their father’s,
i although since the original settler in Canada, John Kipling,
Sl (S T was English 1t should have been recorded as EnglishB.

fmeet " e On December 4" 1908, Jane married David Folster in

e Mbine Heriy Fabile

ot o, Kenora, Rainy River and on August 19" 1909 Jane gave
L uesdi - IREEEEEBIRTHS birth to a son, Albert David. A year
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- ]?ﬁ%f;g“ later Walt I August 23"
P i e mT 1910.
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But fate had not yet fimished with Edward as, just over a year
later a fifth of his daughters died. On November 17" 1910,
- after a long illness, Jane succumbed to tuberculosis of the
| lungs at the age of 28 years and 3 days. She had been
—— suffering from the disease for sixteen months, from August

1909 to November 1910, indeed from the time of Albert’s

|
out of town_on | Holidpy

- _},IWMM The followmg year Edward was recorded on the census for
- Fe’ 7 Kenora. However there are very few details besides his

| tM-v-e.c-u—-ﬁm 7
=l amewie o0 regldence, which was 2™ Street South. The reason for this,

:%“"" ;.Zf:;‘fj;};;g written very faintly, 1s that along with 8 members of the Fraser
B _‘%KM " family, 3 of the Penny family and Mr & Mrs McLennon, he

was “out of town on holiday”.

e e By 1921 Edward had gone to live with his daughter Hattie
and her family, consisting of husband Hugh and son Alexander. His age was
given as 73 and he was still working, his occupation being recorded as
Engineer R (Railway Engineer), working with gas.

FoRM 1 DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS—BUREAU FEDERAL DE LA STATISTIQUE.
SIXTH CENSUS OF CANADA, 1921. SIXIEME RECENSEMENT DU CANADA. 1921
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On February 23“1 1923, Edward dled n Mlnakl Kenora ' "EALMHS A

district, at an age that was given as 73 but was closer to 68. His — = = |

s st |

father’s name was recorded as Fdward with place of birth as :E‘g;“m”l'"'"?r'“:"‘ ol

Fort Garry, Manitoba, which was in the Red River Settlement. lws 7.2

——

His own birthplace was also given as Fort Garry, and his last 5-“ -

g

occupation was given as Pump Man for the Grand Trunk ;M-*_

i |
oo | : Wit 7k,

Railway (GTR) for whom he had worked for the previous six == .7
years. My best guess, taking mto account that “gas” in the {Z= === |
previous census probably meant gasoline, and his age 1s that - '
Edward’s job had been flling up the vehicles owned by the
GTR. Prior to that he had worked as a boat builder and fur
trader for about 20 years. According to Hattie, who gave this
mformation, Edward had lived at his current address for the
past 4 years. Cause of death was “old age and chronic
myocarditis”, from which he had suffered for 7 years and 7
months. e
He was buried five days later m the Lake of the Woods -,_j:;"! b
cemetery, Kenora. N Rt
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So Hattie Kipling’s parents Edward and Margaret were both half-breed, thus
making Hattie half-breed also.

The census tells us that n 1911 she was living in Kenora.

She was living, along with many others, at the Derry Hotel, which seems too
have been more a lodging house than a hotel. She said that she was born
December 1901, although her date of birth was actually January 26" 1894 -
perhaps she did not want to admut that she was living independently aged
Just 17.

She could read and write, and gave her occupation as a domestic, but
appears to have replied “no” to the question about if she was an employee.
She had clearly been working since the age of 16 because she stated that she
had 52 weeks in 1910 and had earned $480 in that time. That would be
worth $14,000 or £7,700 in 2020.

On 30" March 1917 Hattie married Hugh Philip Weir, the caretaker and
supervisor at Minaki Lodge, Minaki, Kenora in Winnipeg, Manitoba. *

On 29" April 1917 Hattie gave birth to her son, Alexander Cuthbert in
Winnipeg, Ontario. *

Hattie’s only surviving sibling, her
brother George, enlisted in the Canadian
| Army on January 14" 1918.

| On 19" February he boarded the SS
~ Cretic and sailed for England.

& - i B i
3. Present acdress. . Pout 0224 . 3
& Miltary Servioe Actletter and mumber. .. 4 QBT 3R
¥ y 8th 1883,

" Manitoba Vital Statistics
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On June 21* he was posted to France, where he joined the 78" Battalion
Canadian Infantry the next day. After training, he was posted to his unit on
July 9,

In the first four days of September the Canadians attacked the Canal du
Nord, taking more than 6,000 prisoners and inflicing heavy losses on the
German Army.

Sadly, during the hghting George was reported wounded and missing.
Shortly afterwards it was confirmed that he had been killed i action, aged
31. His time at the front had lasted less than two months.

== e P A e — George was
Name KAPPLING  Rae 54 Reg. No. W03 HSD. e 1071 1
it IR g iR e GEORGE KIPPLING or iginally  buried
L R e AR S T R In a concentrated
I i - CMJ; N o T T cemetery,
2. g “Mcacrg | | 179 | ——— .
oA T i s 6 s - i) Ronville, before
e L RO AR A2 AT | SR FoAD e A .
TG ™ tatedl i Ol 485 4 being moved to

the Beaurains
Road  Cemetery
on the southern
outskirts of Arras,
north of the
m village of

COMMONWEALTH

VAR GRAVES Beaurains.

Pk Ois i

1
1

VVEVKIRATED 1§ PERFETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

Edward chose the simple mscription to be
engraved at the foot of the headstone.

3 HL-.OE_.-G---.-....&M ....... [ \VES_CoraBsToN SCHETULE "2 PAGE B....
COMPRENENSTVE PFEPOFT B MEATSTUNE PEFSGNAL INSCRIPTIONS WANE OF CEVETERY l .
' wmsmsr: :‘m’:ﬂnumm“m‘::x;‘: INEC TPTIONS RIS ‘ SO Hattle Was left a t}le SOle
‘togetter witk ‘ . .
i TR (st < S ~ survivor of seven children, all of
- [ L R = — == whom her father Edward had
T T . 'f outlived.
1w00/18 e | oore sur wor pomscrrEN f_,—.(,
(¥ E. Eipplieg, Malashi, ontarte.) | :

And as we know, Hattie went on to outlive her own son Alexander too.
Hattie lived for 30 years after Alexander’s death until she died in Jan 19738.

She 1s buried in the Kippling family plot in the Lake of the Woods
Cemetery, Kenora.

And the answer to Joe Wilson’s conundrum? Well Hattie was a half blood
and Phihp was English, so Alexander was one quarter indigenous Canadian.

* Images from Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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The Events and Aftermath of the Night of 20%/21* April 1943

By 1943 RAF heavy bombers were launching raid after raid on Germany’s
mfrastructure. Operating at night, due to heavy losses sustained during the mitial
daylight raids, the number of aircraft involved was becoming larger by the week.

On the 20" April 1943, 102 Squadron was tasked with providing 16 Halifaxes to
jom 323 other aircraft for a raid on Stettin. One of the 16 was Halifax DT 747,
codenamed DY-P, crewed by:- Pilot, Sgt Wilfred Ambrose Griffiths RAFVR -
2nd Pilot, Sgt Pilot Thomas Samuel Eric Bemnett RNZAF - Nawvigator, Sgt
‘Wilfred Charles Marsh RAFVR - Wireless Operator, Sgt Arnold Jenkinson
RAFVR - Air Gunner, Alexander Cuthbert Weir RCAF - Air Gunner, Sgt
Bertramm Charles John White RAFVR - Flight Engineer, Sgt James Thomas
Smith RAFVR - Air Bomber, Sgt James Kenneth Campbell RAFVR.

The crew’s regular air bomber, Joe Wilson, had developed severe eczema
on his face and was unable to secure his oxygen mask properly, so he had been
stood down, and Ken Campbell was detailed to take his place. Second “Dickie”
Eric Bennett was making only his second trip since joining the squadron.

20.4ek3 | 16 siroraft detailed to ntteck STEITIN, Weather; Yo cloud enroute or at tho farget but patohea of sea fog, Denish ooest, | 326
§1/ m% ;‘ m As above 2130 - Jircraft missing nothing heard after iake off.

At 21:30, DT 747 rumbled down the runway and took off from Pockhngton

They headed east over the North Sea toward the Danish coastline. Over
Denmark they would turn south-east towards Stettin, and attack from the north.
In their collective wisdom, Bomber Command had come up with a new 1dea to
beat the German GCI (Ground Controlled Interception - Fighters controlled by
Radar) - this was to be a low level trip.

; take aircraft over the North Sea at 3,000 t The “article “onthe
. - er the North Sea at 3, o
The route to Stettin would take air ov left (COUI‘[’CS_Y of

5,000 feet, then, before crossing the Danish coast, 1 Group’s Lancasters Clare VViISOH) flves
would descend to 1,000 feet, 6 Group’s Halifaxes would go down to a

g ‘ an 1dea of Bomber
breathtaking 500 feet or less, and 4 and 5 Group’s Halifaxes and Lancasters Command’s
would cross Denmark on loose orders of ‘as low as possible’. All groups ] .
would climb in the final stages across the Baltic and none of them were to plannmg. 102‘
bomb at above 12,000 feet, then they would all descend to minimum height Squadron was part of
until well on the way home. The eighty-six Stirling crews who would 4 Group. They were
accompany this force would also be required to fly as low as safety allowed, order gd to descend
then at Drasser Point north-east of Rostock they would break away to attack to as low as

: »
the Heinkel works as the rest flew on to bomb Stettin. pOSSIble before
S crossing the Danish

coast. Simce 6 Group were ordered to go down to “a breathtaking 500 feet or
less”, the presumption must be that ‘as low as possible’ was even lower than that!
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After crossing the heavily defended Danish coast they were to continue at their
allocated level until they were crossing the Baltic Sea. At this point they were to
chimb to no more than 12,000 feet, deliver their bombs and head home, again at
minimum height.

Approaching the Danish coastline, Air Gunners Bob White (tail end Charlie in
the rear turret) and the Canadian Alexander Weir (in the mid-upper turret) were
scanning the skies on the lookout for enemy night fighters, while Wireless
Operator Arnie Jenkinson was listening for any radio traffic and Pilot Wilf
Gniffiths was concentrating on ensuring the aircraft was flying at the right height, in
the right direction and at the right speed. (As the pilot, he was the Captain of the
plane, and as such “outranked” and was responsible for everyvone else aboard).
Navigator Marsh was busy checking and replotting the course, with the aid of Ken
Campbell who, whilst not needed on Air Bomber duty, was using his Observer’s
qualification to spot landmarks that would help him with his task (as Marsh had
to maintain a high level of concentration for virtually the whole flight). Eric, as 2"
Dickie, and Flight Engineer Smith were also keeping an open eye on the skies
(unless Griffiths needed help or Smith needed to make adjustments to the
various systems).

———

| However, on the ground the drone
e __J of the engines was heard and DY-P

was spotted at 00:47 flying over
Esbjerg Airbase (now occupied by
i the Luftwaffe) at a height of 150m
~ from the north-east. Immediately
flak batteries (and there were many
of  them) opened fire, and
searchlights were deployed to light
up the plane. Soon they were coned
by at least two radar guded
searchlights, enveloping the cockpit
in a blinding glare. As well as the
l flak batteries, machine guns opened
fire, and the plane was passed on

| from searchlight to searchlight,

<1

5

LA
£33

N  1-100000 |

iy et s unable to escape no matter what
L g . .

a2 l S =~ | manoeuvres Gnffiths might try.

L th. Eifses

e . | E Eolea e

' (Now that the plane was caught by
German map showing flak battery and searchlight the lights, it was not only possible to
positions, and the flight path of DT 747 DY-P track 1ts course but also its speed,
allowing the next set of lights and
flak to be ready to lock onto it).
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Gniffiths turned to the west while White and Werir did all they could to shoot out
the searchlights, but they and the flak followed them. Five batteries, including two
heavy batteries, were now firing at them and as Griffiths wheeled to the north, two
flak ships i the harbour also joined 1n.

DT747 DY-P was hit directly several times by
flak. As Gntffiths attempted to gain height two
more direct hits were made. Four minutes later
(which must have seemed like four years to the
crew 1If they were stll alive) DT747 DY-P
crashed. The crew, if not killed by the explosions Flak over Eshjerg - night of 20/21%
from the flak, died mnstantly.

When 1 first discovered that the plane was spotted by the Germans flying at a
height of 150m, I wondered....... WHY?

Thanks to Clare Wilson I now know that it was on the orders of Bomber
Command that 4 Group flew at this height over the Danish coast.

But what I still cannot rationalise 1s why the course they were following took them
directly over the Luftwaffe base at Esbjerg, one of the most heavily defended parts
of the Danish coast due to the fact that it was an important port. Perhaps the sea
fog mentioned m the ORB, combined with a slightly miscalculated wind speed or
direction, put them off course....... whatever 1t was, we will never know.

The morning of the 21° April was a scene of carnage on the Hjertingvej road at
Saedding, three and a half miles north of the port of Esbjerg on the west coast of
Denmark.
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The remains of the 37
| crewmen who died in

' the area on that nmight
\ were, as we know,
| buried in  Fovrfelt
| Cemetery, close to the
crash site, as was

|III1I\I‘I|'F” w'-lllﬂ"

] mm

Fovrfelt Gravelund (Cemetery)

The mass grave filled in, covered with flowers
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trench. Note the villagers, flowers on the
coffins and the Wehrmacht guard of honour

Crosses on the right
J T Smith
_ " J K Campbell
SGT WA GRIFFITHS £4g A Jenkinson
FSGT TSE BENNETT B C V VVIHtC
217 SGT A JENKINSON
- SGT BCJ WHITE -

SGT JK CAMPBELL

Communal Cross for the five crew who
were never 1dentified

) MyHeritage

To the right
G R T S ERGG EA
ALC. WEIR Arnie Jenkinson’s
AR GUNNER mother laying
RONA L CANADIAN AR FORE flowers at her
FISHE A PRI 1945 AR i son’sgmvein
1946

CHEI. ak”
Alexander’s grave
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Thomas Bennett was the father of the plane’s second pilot TSE (Eric) Bennett
who was on only his second famihiarisation operation with 102 Squadron, never
having actually flown with a crew of his own. He received the following letter from

the New Zealand Air Secretary regarding eye-witness accounts of the aftermath of
the crash:-

R T e i
17th Jenusey, 1947, T
3'&&:{.@9&

b‘!’ l!‘. m’;. _ S5 g : .-,."j"'.

_ MW to.ay ?Mvimlr WW m {a
: : o Thomas Ssmel Zria Bonmett, 1 have to mue S
mue i1 informalion has 2°% bLesn recoived. This is 11‘#2& :
§ @ report Irom the L:Jing Hesearch-& Enquiry Service anﬁ
: eha mnmi.ng iz an extract 2ale by the xmutxga p OfTicer. :

“Ap instricted I procesded Lo ksbjerg lo mtstxgs te the
erash of Hal DT.747s 1 found that the aircraft

- erushed ab 1254 aJm. o t9i 21let April, 1943, nmum

. noprth west-'of Esdjerg eboutl 100 yards from the mearsst
building end sdnidst Wﬂem éefences, The aimuﬂ
gsught Tire while still 'z ihe =lr end all the bombs did
not explods on impact but evoriheless it was spread awr
a wide area on sides °F the road, When the Demiihi’

 police snd alr Defence peO-le arrived at the soone o She
erech shortly ofterwardc Licy Tound charred pleces of bodies

: mbﬂhuiﬂcsotmmmmm a#h.a&rggﬁu
Although many people from Esbjerg saw m wrecs in

'mnmmnnmwmm:.n the local news-

- papers to obtuin thise evidence.from eye tttuam. :

. Charles Jorgensen of Horre 28, mr:n sav the
G‘;rmm i:::n with .mﬁ? tﬁm %fn

' ¥he 2iith April. They 1o the bodies into co mm_
they mzmhwmmmmmmm

'29. Jomnarmm}ﬁm&mus on uvd’ahsn
e;mu 4 she wreck on the 25th 1943,
and he said that maasbmma;immw 55 the
body of anothar lying $hass “hen the wreciage Was raﬁ:wad.

2 These were taken sway % 370 woffinge The seven coffine
from this ersch are bUrist in the mmm ﬂunter?‘ i
this orderi- =
: SgteSmith Pist ‘A Row 10 Qrm 1‘3@. 9
. : (1dont1r1¢é‘ : ok
IO . UmEnown a £ ] u_ %10 '
R 5¢ | ﬁnzmm o “ e | " 31 A
. Do
o !‘ " g&{imuﬁéé} L SSRE DR el 5 T R
; lininown ¥ e SRR " 13 3
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mco’--.loloooo"oaooooo-lo

As can be seen from the bottom

of the first page of the letter and
the Bomber Command Loss
Card, 1t was believed at the time

that Alexander’s body had been
1dentified and buried n grave 12.

However, 1t later transpired that
this was not the case, and only
Marsh and Smith have their own
graves - the six others are buried
1 a communal grave.
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What follows are the official German documents relating to the shooting down of
Halifax DT747 DY-P and its eight crew. A translation 1s on the following page.

& ey

GELHEIN

's;-.m-mér_’:';m;

Aslace 7 B.Ne, fALUES ‘
Vi M WW
/

1 Beit (Lag, @hunse, Tiimusr) wnd Gregend bes Bftwryes mmm BERES

iy ,MA. : - -
2 Durk weide Einkeis W ber Abidneh crfolpt? M.__.M,W———

LB gy Wb ebgrlofienen Fingages: W_:#-' -
5 "4, Crastbangehirigleit es BegRTE. o o

BRSSP S, SRS

Bectuummern by, Renmgiden e 83
5 Wt ver Beomitrang aschine stilzzto brernend ob suf Jend -
»mwmm,mw

»mw,mmmnmm,w
0 sar Gariung gepoungen ieseits sbx eviets ver Buowt, gt vow. LD D00 B
) Jemfeits ber Fromt am Boben in Bramd geidofien 3
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SECRET Amnex (Appendix) a
Flak Subgroup Esbjerg Esbjerg, 21.4.1943
Attachment No £383/43
From 24.4.43
Statement
1. Time (day, hour, minute) and location 21.4.43, 0051 hours, 2.5 km
north of Esbjerg (Saedding)

Height 100m
2. By which unit was the shooting done? Flak Subgroup Esbjerg
3. Type of aircraft shot down “Halifax”
4. Nationality of the enemy English
5. Type of destruction Machine crashed burning to the ground

a) Flames with a bright colour

¢) 100% broken
6. Type of hit (only if this can be observed)

b) Impact blaze
7. Fate of the occupants dead

8. Action/Battle/Combat Report

As well as the combat report of the battery chiefs, units must report the following

a) Date

b) Time of the downing

¢) Flight direction of objective
e) Shooting Procedure

f) Type of fire and munitions

21.4.1943

0051 hours
See battle sketch - appendix (d)

Destruction fire

Set up see overleaf

g) Detailed information about the behaviour of the target during the

shooting down

Battle report - appendix (b)

1) Participation of the other flak helpers (1.e. of the Army and Navy)

See appendix (b)
) Weather situation at the target (cloud, position of the sun etc)
See battle report - appendix (b)
9. Sign (name, rank)
b) Heritage (p.p.?) Brigadier M.A. Harland - see appendix (c)

(M.A. = Munitionsanstalt - Munitions Establishment)

Christoph

Leutnant M. A. and Evaluation Officer
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inlage b)

Gefechtsberioht

21, _sprid 1943

Wetters OO5L Uhr Bedeckungi 9/10. WolkenhBhes 1000 m
sicht a.n.s 20 km, Winds SV 2

iUm 2308 Uhr wurde von der Flakunfergruppe ilarm gegeben,
Im Verlauf dieses Alarmes iberflog eine 4 mot, Feindmaschine
_ vom luster "Halifax" aus NO kommend in ca. 150 m Hbhe den
Fliegerhornt Esbjerg, wurde dort von dem SW, "Flugplatz" aufe
gefasst und um 0047 Ubr von den 2 cm und 3,7 em Vaffen der
Luftwatfe (2./742, 2./844 u. rlarmflakbatt.]l/XI) unter Peuner
genommen. Die Scheirwerfer der 4./204 "Richter” u, "Halen"
fasaten das Ziel neu suf und tibergaben es an die SV, "Trupp",
"Iund", "Emil", "Fanl" und "Hans", Die Feindmaschine wurde mit
HG=Feuer der SVW. "Trupp" und "Iund” beschossen und drehte nach
Westen ab, Sofort nach Neusmffassen des Zicles durch die SW,
ertffnete die 10,5 om Batt, "Funhﬂjo" das Peuer. Gloichzeitig
wurde die Feindmaschine von den Stellungen Seehafen=-sud (2./
742) un. Seehafen=Nord (1./204), dem Flaksug Saedding (6./204)
und von der schweren Bati., "Fanb” mit 2 om, 3,7 cm und 10,5 cm |
Vaffen bekiimpft, Der im Hafen liegende Sperrbrecher 177 und der
Tlakjéger 24 griffen wirksam in die Bekiimpfung der Feindmoe
schine ein, Die Schiisse lagen gut am Ziel und es wurden Treffer
in der liaschine, in einem der linken lotoren und ein bedeutens
der Feuerschein becbachtet. Die Maschine versuchte an Hhe zu
gewinnen, wurde aber von nemen Salven erfasst und stilrzte um
0051 Uhr fast senkrecht suf die Strasse Esbjerg-Hjerting bei
der Stellung Saedding ab, Unter Entwicklung einer hohen Stichs
flamme bramnte die Maschine vollstiindig sus., Sémtliche De=
satzungsmitglieder kamen beil dem Absturz ums Leben,

Leutnant I.AE. und
Auswerteoffizier,
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Battle Report

21 Apnl 1943

Weather: 0051 hours Covering 9/10 Cloud height 1000m  Visibility 20km
Wind SW 2

At 2308 hours, the flak sub-group gave the alarm. In the course of this alarm, a 4-
engined enemy machine of the type "Halifax" came from the North at a height of
about 150 m, flew over the Esbjerg air base, and at 0047 hours was there taken
under fire from the SW. Airfield by the 2 ecm and 3.7 cm weapons of the Air
Force (2/742, 2/844 and alarm battery 11/XI). The searchlights of the 4/204
"Richter" and "Halen" reacquired the target and handed it over to the SW
(searchlights) "T'rupp", "Lund", "Emil", "Fano" and "Hans".

The enemy machine was shot at with MG fire from the SW (from searchlights)
"T'rupp" and "Lund" and turned west. Immediately after reacquiring the target in
the SW, the 10.5 cm battery "Femhoje" opened fire. At the same time the enemy
machine was fired on by the positions South Seaport (2/742) and North Seaport
(1/204), the flak train Saedding (6/204) and the heavy battery "Fano", with 2 c¢m,
3.7 cm and 10.5 ecm weapons. The Sperrbrecher 177 (a minesweeper/anti-aircraft
ship) and the Flakjager 24 (ant-aircraft boat), lying in the harbour, were effective
I attacking the enemy machine. The shots were well on target and the machine
was hit in one of the left engines, and a significant blaze observed. The machine
tried to gain height, but was hit by new salvos and crashed at 0051 hours almost
perpendicular to the road from Esbjerg to Hjerting at Saedding. A massive fire
developed and the machine burned out completely. All crew members died in
the crash.

Munitions Consumption

70 shots  10.5cm

15 8.8cm

385 3.7cm

1368 2.0cm
450 MG

Christoph

Leutmant M.A. (Munitionsanstalt - Munitions Establishment)
Evaluation Officer
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Appendix d

Anlagt' d

~ 208 - Seenofen Nord

l 2 2)iv~ -emhoje
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i b - und Bool :
T wit] 7 SR ooty s i
8 = Holen | {
”- L Q9 3 Foo . | ;
‘0 . Hdgns H l
|11 s/208 Saeading M1 *100000 ;
l 12 TJi2'7ez | rlugwee i
B %ﬂ""z | » : ——Pesd'nuem Augweq
il 12/ "2 1 i 1
e 5 F73, %3 ; | ——— beleuthleter Flugmew !
. U /2fbub S 4 i - | l
‘ - T e W 1 | - J

Map showing the path taken by DT 747 DY-P as it was attacked
by machine guns and flak batteries
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attached to d)

zu Anlage d4)

Absturzstelle der "Halifax"

Crash site of the “Halifax”
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With typical German bureaucracy, a breakdown of how many shells, and of what
calibre, were fired by which batteries.

| SFonmmandant fm Alhschnilt] © |
% Sanische MW &lnof& § - i\
Admiral Dinemark Stabeqd aw M&d ;3.
Bulre G A 4 Wa 14 "‘3 ’g dinl.
DR AL:  Bebheiml
.:’PM-
1 v
An . Kommando der Marinestation der Nordsee Wilhelmshaven
nachr. s Flugabwehrkommando Didnemark Aarhus
'Kommandant im Abschnitt dun. Westkiste ~  Esbjers
' Flakuntergruppe T Egbjerg
(zu Flakugr. Eabjerg G 383/43 v.244/4.43
nur an F.A.K.Din. und Adm.Diin.

%mn Abschuf einer Peindmaschine am 21/4.43 bei Esbjerg.
JOrgst ohne.
| Anliegend werden AbschuBimeldung, Gefechisbericht, Zeugenaus-
gagen, Gefedhtsekizze, Lichtbild der Absturzstelle der Feind-
maschine, Stellungnahme der Flakuntergruppe Esbjerg sowie
Stellungnahme doa Feho K, Dﬁn. mit der Bitte um Kenntnisnahme
vorgelegte
Aug den Unterlagen geht hervory; dad der Absturg der “Halitax”
am 21/4.43 0051 Uhr 2,5 km n8rdlich Esbjerg (bei Saedding)
auf den Beschuf durch Marine-Landflak, Luftwaffenflak und
Bordflak surickszufilhren ist.

Der HMunitionsverbrauch fiir die beteiligten Dienststellen i
stellt sich wie folgt dars

2 Cch 3,7 ol W—"W"m

Mar, Landflak 78] 1s6 | 380 70
Lug tw, Fiak 734 171 70 |
Sperrbracher 174 30 iﬁ-—*
Plakjiger 24 20 8

/I/W. Y |12.Vp.Fi.Boov 1202 el

§-i HSF1.Esbjerg Boot § 60 .:
Sumne1 ~1368 | 365 L1 B B N M

In total, 2,288 projectiles, ranging from heavy machine gun bullets to 4” shells,
were fired.
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Entgegen der Stellungnahme des FAK Dén. wird gebeten, in
erster Linie den Abechufl den beteiligten Marineeinheiten
der Flakuntergruppe Esbjerg zuguerkennen, zumal h.E. der
Absturg letzten Endes auf den BeschuB des 3,7 cm Flaksuges
bei Saedding (Seite 4 Anl.D Punkt 11) gurilckgufiilhren ist.
Vorgeschlagen wird, bei der Flakuntergruppe Esbjerg der Ma-
rine- und Luftwaffenflak je 50% Betoiliguns zugubilligen.

AuBerdem wird gebeten,

dem Sperrbrecher 177

dem Flakjiger 24

dem VpeBoot 1202 und

dem Boot 8 der HSFl. Esbjerg
eine Mitbeteiligung zuzuerkennen und der Flakuntergruppe
Eebjerg einen Abschufwimpel zu verleihen.

Der Kommandeur der Flnkunteigruppe Esbjerg hat daes Schiefen
der schweren Flakbatterie "anh&je“ noch abzustoppen versucht.
Der Plakuntargrupponkommandeur ist von K.i.A. unterrichtet
worden, daB das Schieflen einer schweren Flakbatterie auf ein
Fluggeug bei 100 m Flughthe flatechnisch nicht richtig ist.

Fiir den ﬁbmital Wanematk
Der Chet des Stabes

A Hr Pt

A translation of the above document appears on the next page.
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Commander in Danish West-coast Section

Admuiral : Denmark Headquarters
3/5/1943
Secret!

By The Command of the Naval Station of the North Sea
Wilhelmshaven

To Anti-Aircraft Command Denmark Aarhus
Commander 1in the West Coast section Esbjerg
Flak subgroup Esbjerg

Subject Shooting of an enemy machine

Previous without (no previous report)

Concerning the shooting report, battle report, testimonies, combat sketch, photo
of the crash site of the enemy machine, opinion of the Flak subgroup Esbjerg and
opmion of the Anti-Aircraft Command Denmark submitted with the request for
mformation.

It 1s clear from the documents that the Halifax crash on 21/4.43 0051 hours, 2.5
km north of Esbjerg (near Saedding), 1s the result of naval land-launch, air-force
and shipboard-flak fire.

The consumption of ammunition for the departments mvolved 1s as follows

2cm 3.7cm MG 10.5cm | 8.8cm
Naval Land Flak 478 156 380 70
Airforce Flak 734 171 70
Sperrbrecher 177
(AckAck Ship 177) 30 15
Flakjager 24 (Ack Ack X X
Boat 24) 20 28
12 Verposten Flak 76
Boot (Flak Ship) 1202
HSF1 Esbjerg boat 8 60
Total 1368 385 450 70 15

Contrary to the opmion of the FAK Denmark, it 1s requested that the firing of the
participating naval units of the Flak subgroup Esbjerg be granted primarily,
especially as H.E. The crash 1s ultimately due to the shelling of the 3.7 ¢cm flak
train at Saedding (page 4 Anl.D [Appendix D] point 11 see map). It is proposed
to grant each 50% stake 1n the Flak Subgroup Esbjerg to the Navy and Air Force
Flak.
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It 1s also requested

The lock breaker 177

The Flakjager 24

The Vp Boat 1202 and

The boat 8 of the HSF1. Esbjerg

To grant a co-participation and to give the flak subgroups Esbjerg a shooting
pennant.

The commander of the Flak subgroup Esbjerg has tried to stop the shooting of
the heavy anti-aircraft battery "Femhoje". The commander of the Flak subgroup
has been informed by K.1.A that the shooting of a heavy anti-aircraft battery on a
plane at 100m altitude technically 1s not correct.

So basically a little argument about
who should get the credit for shooting
down D'T" 747, with the decision by
the top man going to the 3.7cm flak
train at Saedding.

A flak train was, as the name suggests,
a flak battery mounted on a flathbed
that could be easitly moved to
wherever 1t was needed on the railway.

A 8.7 cm Flak Train

The rest of the batteries were not left out
as they earned themselves a “shooting
pennant”!!!

A German “Flak Kill” Pennant  'The final paragraph says that the
commander at Eshjerg tried to stop the
heavy flak battery “Femhoje” from firing at the aircraft - (it was responsible for
the 70 ‘10.5cm’ shells.)
The KiA (Commander of the Danish West-Coast Section) told him that
doing so, when the plane was only at a height of 100m was technically wrong.

The use of the word “technically” makes me think that he was less concerned
about the crew being blasted at point blank range by heavy artillery than he was
about wasting large calibre shells that should have been saved for planes flying at a
much higher altitude.
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The above mformation also had to be included i the report. Basically it 1s the
same mformation as in the table seen 2 pages betore this. The difterence here 1s
that the Naval and Airforce ammunition usage has been apportioned to the
mdividual flak batteries. So, 1/M Flak A 2041 up to 6/N Flak A 2041 are Naval
(including the MGs at searchlights “lItupp and Lund). The Flak Division
(Flakabt. - Flakabterlung) and the Alarm Flak Battery are Airforce. At the bottom
of the list 1t also gives the full version of the Acronym HSFI in the same table.
“Hafenschutzflottille” Esbjerg Boat 8 - “Harbour Protection Flotilla”.
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WING THE ¢

\ A
" HALIFAX

DI747 DY-P

Sgt Alexander Cuthbert Weir RCAF

102 (Ceylon) Squadron - Pocklington

M/U Gunner - Halifax DT747 DY-P
Lost 21st April 1943 over Esbjerg, Denmark

kL It's Suicide But It's Fun"

HALIFAX
Dp1747 DY-P
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